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Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes

Oboe

English Horn

2 Clarinets in A
2 Bassoons
Contra-Bassoon
4 Horns in F

2 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones
Bass Trombone
Timpani

2 Percussion

Return the Echo

Paul Richards

1: Glockenspiel, Vibraslap, Bongos
2: Large Suspended Cymbal, Tambourine, Bass Drum

Strings

Duration: 4 Y minutes

Program note:

A notorious lover of nature, Beethoven once wrote ““... woods, trees and rocks return

the echo man wishes to hear”. Many, myself included, find that Beethoven’s music itself
“returns the echo” we wish to hear. In that spirit, [ have written this piece as a celebration,
or echo, of a fleeting moment from the final movement of his Ninth Symphony that occurs
just before the baritone soloist enters for the first time. All of the material in my fanfare is
drawn from this five-measure passage, which is quoted toward the end of my piece, just
after a brief, slow chorale.

Return the Echo was co-commissioned by The Florida Orchestra and The University of
Florida School of Music, and premiered by The Florida Orchestra, Michael Francis,
conductor, on December 6, 2019, at the Straz Center for the Performing Arts in Tampa,

Florida.
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Return the Echo
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